Water Park Construction Underway

Traveling along North Kingshighway
in Cape Girardeau, it is not

difficult to observe that a major
construction effort is in progress.

This project has two autonomous
components—a new, fully functional
Aquatic Center and an expansion of

the Osage Community Center, which
was built by Penzel Construction in the
mid-90s.

The Family Aquatic Center
incorporates a child-friendly play pool
packed with entertaining water features:
large, dual pipe waterslides that drop
into a plunge pool spilling over a 6-foot
waterfall and into a 700-foot-long
continuous Lazy River; a combination
swimming area composed of double
pipeline slides; a lap pool with water
levels ranging from 3%z to 9 feet; a
leisure pool with an interactive water
play structure; and a center swirl pool—
all surrounded by patio areas providing
multiple 21-foot umbrellas and a large
gazebo. Supplementary structures include
the bathhouse/concession stand and first
aid/filter building.

The Osage Center is being expanded
to boost the facility for public venues,
athletic activities and storage capacity. At
the northeast addition,
additional public meeting
rooms are being added.

To the northwest, a

new shower area will
complement the new
walking track and an
enlarged area for weight
room equipment to the
west. Additional storage will
be available to the south.

The concept of a family
aquatic center in Cape
Girardeau goes back more

An example of a children’s play area in the new Family Aquatics Center.

than 20 years, to the late 1980s. With no

funding available at the time, efforts did

not pass the conceptual stage.

In 1998, the consulting engineering

firm of Horner and Shifrin developed a
“Future Facilities Needs
Plan” for the City of Cape
Girardeau. Incorporated in
the study were parks and
recreation improvements,
including a family aquatic
center and expansion of
the Osage Community
Center. The plan also
included improvements
for police, fire and public
works.

The initial proposal

was rejected by the voters

in 2003. In 2007, the parks/storm water
issue moved to the forefront once again.
The effort was spearheaded by the Parks
& Recreation Advisory Board, endorsed by
the City Council and placed on the April
2008 ballot; the tax initiative passed and
solidified Cape Girardeau’s position as a
regional economic hub.

One of the major improvements was
the construction of a new family aquatic
center and additions to the Osage
Community Centre. The budget for both
projects is $8.6 million. Approximately
$20 million in bonds were issued in
late 2008 to fund the major projects.
Markey and Associates was hired in late
Summer 2008 to provide the design
and engineering services for the project.
Following completion of the design, the
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Project Updates

* Route 72 - Madison County - Penzel Construction Co. was awarded the $1.04
million project on 10/29/08. Construction started on the new 107-foot single span
concrete girder bridge on 12/8/08; the project was completed this past September
as scheduled. Work included a temporary bypass and bridge, clearing and grubbing,
earthwork, paving, guardrail, construction signing and other miscellaneous items. Jack
Conklin, Jr. was the project superintendent.

* Route 72 - Bollinger County - This $1.07 million bridge replacement project

was started on 5/4/09

and completed this past

November. Work included

a temporary bypass and

bridge, clearing and

grubbing, earthwork,

+ asphalt paving, guardrail
© and other miscellaneous

, items. Mike Williams was

, the project superintendent.

* MODOT Various

Counties - Safe and

-~ Sound Bridge Replacements
- Three in New Madrid

County, one in Bollinger

County. $1.12 million

project to rehabilitate

bridges and replace decks

with new precast units.
Project started 6/8/09 and completed on schedule this past December. Dennis Ward
was the project superintendent.

¢ Sikeston Board of Municipal Utilities - This 30,000-square-foot facility is on
schedule for a June completion. The new two-story office building for the City of
Sikeston will accommodate the Board of Municipal Utilities. Penzel’s construction
team is led by project manager Luke Miget, E.I.T., and project superintendent Dave
Mirgeaux.

Water Park...
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project was bid out in two phases. Phase |
was for site development and Phase Il for
construction of the aquatic facility and
community center additions, which was
awarded to Penzel Construction as general
contractor last July.

Mayor Jay Knudtson says, “Park
improvements have been on my radar
screen since | was elected in 2002. The
citizens of Cape Girardeau have proven
to be extremely informed and receptive
to these proposals—even in challenging
economic times, they appreciate and
understand how important it is that we
preserve and enhance our parks system
in Cape Girardeau. In my final term as
mayor, | couldn’t be more proud to deliver
a new state-of-the-art water park to our
citizens and all the folks in the region.”

“I no longer have to listen to folks
that ask me why they have to commute
to Farmington or Poplar Bluff to enjoy a
water park,” Knudtson adds.

Architecturally and artistically inspired
to utilize the natural profile of the
landscape, these projects promise to
provide exiting family entertainment for
children of all ages.

Construction started this past July and
completion is expected in late spring of
this year. Penzel’s construction team is led
by Phil Penzel, Glen Hinkebein and project
superintendent Dave Conrad.
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