
P.O. Box 330 • 325 W. Jackson Boulevard  •  Jackson, Missouri 63755  •  (573) 243-8191  •  Fax (573) 243-2425

Established in 1910Fall 2008

Penzel Builds Highways

A Penzel crew with mule team in Holland, Missouri, in 1935.

Highways that we travel with our 
families and bridges that we traverse 
over nature’s barriers are vital 

engineering and construction endeavors. 
While trusting the design and durability of 
the nation’s transportation infrastructure, 
we tend to take for granted the efforts 
that preceded their use. Conscientious 
development and quality building practices 
are imperative for the completion of a safe 
and secure highway project. Road and 
bridge construction has been an integral 
part of our business for about as long 
as there has been a Penzel Construction 
Company.

As yesterday’s mule teams evolved 
into the innovative equipment that we 
use today, road construction crews have 
been the vanguard of our industry. Diverse 
aptitudes are required to meet the key 
logistical and construction challenges faced 
when constant exposure to the elements 
of nature and traffic are intertwined. A 
good plan, outstanding teamwork and the 
highest degree of coordination are integral 
to bringing a highway project to fruition.

Penzel crews are currently engaged in 
several road and bridge jobs in Southeast 
Missouri. Many of our ventures, such as 
the Route D project in New Madrid County 
near Lilbourn, Mo., involve both renovation 

and new construction. Like most highway 
work, this project is time sensitive. Penzel 
received “Notice to Proceed” on April 21st, 
and started work on-site the same day.

The project involved reworking one 
bridge and replacement of a second wood 

piling bridge. 
The bridge 
reworking 
required that 
new studs be 
welded to the 
existing steel 
bridge beams 
to accept a new 
steel deck and 
new concrete 
surface. The 
larger new 

bridge required steel shell pilings be 
driven to accept the poured concrete pier 
structure support for the concrete girders. 
Concrete deck slabs were supported on 
the girders and formed up the sides prior 
to pouring the concrete deck. Other work 
on each bridge included slip forming the 
concrete parapet walls, dirt work, road 
widening, new base rock, asphalt paving, 
and new guardrails.

Penzel’s contract total was $1.06 
million and the project was completed 
on schedule. Jack Conklin, Jr. and Mike 
Williams served as job superintendents, 
with Paul Koeper and Howard Hemmann 
providing support. Please see our 
Project Update section, elsewhere in this 
newsletter, for some of our other road and 
bridge projects.

Penzel crew on Route D at Lilburn, Missouri, in 2008.
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Project Updates
• The Route 72 widening project between Jackson and Patton is progressing. Tree 

trimming, followed by culverts and pipe extension work, was done through the 
spring on this MODOT project. Currently, Penzel is performing concrete paving, 
box culvert work, dirt work, clearing, tree trimming and miscellaneous pipe work 
in association with Apex Paving. Work started this past February, with a December 
completion planned. Dave Conrad is the project superintendent.

• The Route 25 - Dunklin County project was awarded to Penzel Construction 
on April 9. The scope of this $304,000 project involves widening of an intersection 
and new signal lighting on Route 25 in Kennett, Mo. Completion is scheduled for 
November 1. Mike Williams is the project superintendent.

• SEMO New Student Housing Footings and Foundations is presently underway. 
Dennis Ward is the site superintendent; Bob Sachse and Kevin Walker are the site 
general foremen and Timothy Johnston is the project manager.

• Southeast Correctional Center - Biomass Boiler Plant Addition — This 
project is being completed in coordination with Johnson Controls, Inc. The state-of-
the-art system will efficiently burn waste wood products to heat all the water for the 
maximum security prison. Jack Conklin is the site superintendent and Luke Miget is 
the project manager.

• County Road 620 - Bridge Replacement - For Cape Special Road District — 
Penzel is the general contractor on this project. The job was bid and awarded on June 
24. Penzel will install new concrete end bents, then set and grout the concrete box 
beams.

A Passion for Business Ethics
Business is business. How many times 

has everyone heard that assertion? 
What exactly does it mean, or much 

better, should it mean? Remarkably, in day-
to-day interpersonal business encounters, 
many of which culminate in decisions 
involving major commitments of resources, 
moral substance is frequently taken for 

granted.
As I approach 

my fifth anniversary 
working for Penzel, 
one of the comments 
that Phil Penzel made 
during an interview 
comes to mind. 
Phil said, “Always 
be honest. The first 
time you aren’t, your 
credibility is ruined.” I 
knew that; my parents 
had preached it and 

my grandparents had actually integrated an 
incentive system. Because of the reckoning 
accompanied by being caught in a fib, and 
never wanting to be declared complicit, 
my siblings and I kept each other straight, 
just in case any one of us had thoughts of 
being otherwise. However, we all grew to 
understand and appreciate the value of 
truthfulness.

It was refreshing to hear those words 
during a job interview. For as long as I can 
remember, rumor had designated Penzel 
as the premier commercial construction 

company in the area. Phil’s avowal 
cemented within me an appreciation that 
his company was, indeed, what I had 
believed it to be.

During my tenure here, I have had 
the privilege of observing and practicing 
business the Penzel way. Phil’s great 
grandfather, Linus, established Penzel 
Construction 98 years ago with an 

unbending methodology for business ethics. 
Adherence to these principles has enabled 
the company to develop and grow. Now 
in its fourth generation, that profound and 
unswerving approach to business activity 
ensures a level of trust with our clients that 
goes well beyond the expected. I grow to 
appreciate these values more each day.

—Glen Hinkebein
“Phil’s great 
grandfather, Linus, 
established Penzel 
Construction 98 
years ago with 
an unbending 
methodology for 
business ethics. 
Adherence to these 
principles has enabled 
the company to 
develop and grow.”


